
Sussex RFU Youth Management Group 
Sussex Clubs Forum 

 
Minutes of meeting held on 11th January 2017 at Hove RFC 

 
Chairman: Martyn Amess (Hastings & Bexhill) – Tel: 07768 106174 
 
Present: Ben Harman (Heathfield RFC) 
  David Hooker (East Grinstead RFC & YMG Chair) 

Kevin Blakiston (Hellingly, Sussex RFU-Minis) 
Adam Tunesi (Colts Organiser) 
Ben Wright (Lewes) 
David Beglan (Referees Society) 
Garry Miles (Brighton) 
Jez Tilley (Brighton) 
Paul Dunk (Brighton) 
Neil Pinel (Jersey) 
Kevin Gollop (Jersey) 
Stuart White (Hove) 
Giles Fairmann (Hove) 
Andy Long (Eastbourne) 
Mark Greenlees (Heathfield) 
Joss Tranter (Haywards Heath) 
Daniel Vander (Haywards Heath) 
Daniel McGurran (Crawley) 
Garry Kidner (Pulborough) 
Graham MacAlister (Burgess Hill) 
Mike Attfield (Hove & Sussex District U17s) 
John Tsapparelli (Hove) 
Dominic Henderson (Hove) 
Mark De La Mare (Eastbourne) 
Paul Dunn (Midhurst) 
Brian Nimmo (Haywards Heath) 
Kevin McLaren (Haywards Heath) 
Neil Carter (Worthing) 
Mike Preston (Hove) 
 

Apologies: 
 

Doug Millen (Bognor) 
Steve Briscoe (Sussex U15 and U16 Leagues) 

 Ed Wilcox (Sussex U13/U14 Organisor) 
 Nick Woodworth (Chichester) 
 Katie Gray (Shoreham) 
 Mike Bower (Eastbourne) 
 Natalie Foley (Eastbourne) 
 
Appraisal of the Minutes: 
 

The minutes of the meeting held in September 2016 at Heathfield were approved as an 
accurate record of the meeting.  

 
 
 



Matters Arising: 
 

There were no matters arising from the minutes that would not be covered elsewhere in the 
meeting. 

 
Matters referred from the YMG and/or the Game Development Board: 
 
David Hooker reminded clubs that should they be organising a Summer Camp then notification 
should be sent to Sussex via Tudor Ellis ( tudor.ellis@specialisedvesselservices.com) 
 
Safeguarding 
 
A discussion took place regarding best practice around child welfare/safeguarding in clubs. The RFU 
has recently instigated a safeguarding audit that all clubs needed to report on. 
 
DBS checks were an integral part of the clubs safeguarding process. Those clubs who provided 
information on their processes stated that anyone who came into regular contact with children in 
their club would be DBS checked. This included all Coaches, assistant coaches and parent helpers, 
Team Managers etc. Some make sure that anyone who had access to children's personal information 
were also checked. 
 
Clubs were reminded that RFU Regulation 21 covered this area and gave a description of what 
‘Regulated Activity’ was in respect of those who needed to be checked. 
 
A question was raised as to why the RFUs central system for player/member registration (GMS – 
Game Management System) could not automatically send email to those people whose DBS was 
soon to expire.  It was stated that the GMS does provide access to the Safeguarding officers to see 
details on DBS checks and clubs should make sure they get this information so they can action DBS 
renewals and that they are made on time.  Action – GMS will be approached to see if an automatic 
email could be raised. 
 
A question was raised by a club regarding an approach they had received regarding a child with 

specific safeguarding requirements. It was suggested that clubs should make sure that 

parents/guardians or other responsible adults are to be present at all times – especially with 

younger children – and that clubs were not to be seen as a child-sitting service. 

Clubs were reminded that any accidents should be recorded by themselves and that any child who 

has an overnight stay in hospital must have this reported to the RFU via Jackie Coleman, the Sussex 

RFU Safeguarding Officer. Jackie can also be contacted at anytime regarding queries/questions on 

any matter relating to child safety and welfare. Her email is jacqueline.coleman@tiscali.co.uk 

The issue of ‘drinking games’ as raised – usually as part of an after-match presentation. Clubs were 

reminded of the guidance that these must not take place – even with ‘soft’ drinks. This also included 

asking children to stand on chairs etc as part of any ‘man of the match’ presentation. 

Hove mentioned that with new coaches as well as DBS checks that they also ask for references. 

Referees are not required to have a DBS check – something that the referee’s society had decided 

after discussions in the past. Clubs need to decide what measures they need to have in place, 

especially around changing rooms etc, to make sure no issues could arise. 
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Mini Matters 
 
Kevin Blakiston provided an update on items discussed at the Minis Fixtures meeting held on the 9th 
January 2017. Separate minutes of this meeting will be available via the Sussex website. 
 

 The Sussex Festival was going ahead as planned with the four regional locations. Only the 
U12s would be invited to the finals days and play in a ‘Waterfall’ format.  The festival was an 
opportunity for all players to take part – with clubs able to enter all their teams in every age 
grade. 
 

 Clubs had been asked if they felt a Sussex Festival was still relevant and should take place in 
2017/18. There was consensus there was – with perhaps changes that allowed for clubs to 
meet different teams from those traditionally in the immediate area. 
 

 Kevin spoke about head injuries, especially in the context of Mini rugby. Younger players 
could be more susceptible to concussion injuries and clubs should be mindful of the RFU 
guidance on matters of head injuries – especially around when to return to training/playing 
again.  

 

 Clubs were asked for a show of hands to see if they had taken part in the ‘Head Case’ online 
course. The clear majority had. It was an excellent way of highlighting all the issues around 
concussion and clubs should make sure all coaches, managers and even parents take the 
course. 

 

 The RFU had setup a National Advisory Group on age grade rugby – though it was not known 
exactly how this would operate or report. 

 
Under 13/14 Waterfall. 
 
Ed had submitted a report for the meeting. Key points were: 

 Phase one of the waterfall had been completed without major problems. 

 Jersey were fog bound for one round and the fairest way to resolve was to record the fixture 
as a draw. 

 Phase two was now underway. A few problems: 
o Jersey had been relegated to a three-team pool resulting in only two fixtures. Flights 

had already been booked. They managed to find a fixture with Brighton who were, 
as usual, very accommodating. 

o Hove U13s struggled with the fixtures so close to Christmas with private schools so 
asked for a swap around of their fixtures. Clubs agreed to this. 

 The initial swap of teams from phase one to two seems to of worked well with not too many 
one-sided games in the first round and even closer games so far in phase two. 

 
Ed reported that the way the matches were structured (three phases of three games per phase) 
meant there was little flexibility should there be weather related issues. That means that although 
rearrangements would be accommodated whenever possible – its quite likely that there may not be 
sufficient time before the next phase and in such circumstances the side requesting a re-
arrangement would have to concede the fixture.  
 
It was suggested that maybe for next season we have six rounds of matches in two phases, which 
would provide some additional flexibility. 
 
  



 
U15/U16 Leagues 

Steve Briscoe had provided the meeting with an update as he was unable to attend. 
 

 No current issues, all games played except for a couple of re-arrangements. 

 U15 L2 fixtures next week have been deferred due to a County/RDP clash. 
 
Clubs were asked for any issues or queries. 
 
Some clubs felt there was still potential for clubs with two teams to use too many players from their 
‘A’ team should a game be cancelled and then put too many into the ‘B’ team to affect an easy win.  
No one wanted to see ‘walk-overs’. There was a suggestion, agreed with other clubs, that maybe the 
number of ‘nominated A’ players could be increased? 
 
 
U17 Friendly League 
 
Martyn Amess, league organiser, updated clubs on the current position. 
 

 Most games had been played – with a couple of re-arrangements outstanding. 

 As this was a friendly league then clubs could tailor their matches to suit. 

 Crawley were confirmed as in the league – and their matches and results were on the Sussex 
site now. 

 
The group were informed that some clubs had raised an issue with some U17 matches having a large 
number of U18s being used – against squads that were predominantly U17s with some U16s playing-
up. Clubs were reminded that games did not have to be 15 aside – and that clubs could easily play 
with just 10 players. That way such walk-overs can be reduced. 
 
There was a discussion around whether the U17 should remain a friendly league as now or next 
season this should move into a regulated league as for other junior age groups. Clubs liked the 
flexible nature the league brought. However, maybe this should become a U17 league with just U16s 
playing up next season.  Or, another suggestion was the U17 could be a third-tier league within the 
Colts. 
 
Colts League 

Adam reported all was going well with the colts regarding games played etc. 

There were some issues in the Championship league with the top 4 clubs being significantly stronger 

than others – with some large score differentials occurring. The suggestion maybe for next season 

was to even things up a little more – perhaps with different numbers of teams in each group to suit 

relative strengths.  

Jersey were not in the Sussex Cup this season – but they should have been included.  With matches 

starting shortly there was no opportunity to change this now but they would be invited for next 

season. 

 
Adam said he may look at the re-arrangement rule in the Championship to make things more 
flexible. 
 
 
All the organisers would like to thank clubs for their co-operation this season and in turn, through 
the chair, the organisers were thanked for all their hard work and effort. 



 
 
2017/18 Playing Season and Update 
 
Steve had provided the meeting with an update for next season. 
 

 Draft season had been issued to clubs. RFU won’t sign this off until our School competition 
dates have been included. 

 The calendar now applies to the U12s – effectively taking them out of the ‘Minis’. The 
calendar doesn’t apply to Minis and therefore the U12s would have to follow the structured 
season. 

 U12 waterfall dates would mirror those of the U13s/U14s. 

 If there was concern around too many fixtures (this season there have been three phases of 
matches with 4 teams in each pool) then this could be reduced to two phases – effectively 
six matches. This would leave more weekends for re-arrangements. 

 There is no flexibility with dates. We must use the ‘orange’ bands for scheduled County 
competitions – and this is a National calendar. 

 Schools and clubs can arrange friendlies on any dates that do not clash with County or 
School dates. 

 There needs to be better communication between schools and clubs regarding player 
availability and contention. 

 
The meeting then discussed issues around these proposals. 
 
Fixture congestion was raised by many clubs – especially around the U12/U13 and U14s all playing 
on the same dates.  Clubs with limited pitches during the season could have multiple games 
scheduled on the same day. 
 
Clubs were reminded of Steve’s comments regarding the limited nature of dates available in the 
season. Clubs can be creative with timings and matches, with club agreement, could be brought 
forward to suit, perhaps. 
 
Clubs felt it was likely that some schools would continue to do whatever they wanted and not 
adhere to the structured season dates – to the detriment of their club’s player availability. 
 
U17s – Pulborough and others were concerned with all the matches being before Christmas. Those 
with U17 squads who were unlikely to be able to also get game time in the Colts may see players 
drift away if games were limited after Christmas. 
 
It was felt that some date changes would be appreciated for the U17s. 
 
 
Refereeing 
 
David Beglan updated the meeting regarding refereeing matters. 
 
Recent coverage of the ‘rule changes’ regarding high tackles was, in David’s view, unchanged from 
how the rules had been interpreted previously.  High Tackles were foul play – with the decision for 
the referee being around the severity of the punishment.  
  



Accidental high tackles and those without neck rolls etc would be dealt with by way of a penalty. 
Anything more serious, even if the tackle started below the shoulders, would receive a card – yellow 
or red. 
 
Referees for all Colts matches would be provided whenever physically possible. There is a lack of 
referees – and clubs need to remember that very often they have been busy on the Saturday too. 
 
There was a youth initiative to get up to 400 new referees from people in the 16-24 age group. 
 
Training Courses Requirements 
 
As has been discussed at previous meetings – the lack of L1 and L2 courses was an issue for clubs. It 
didn’t help when during the season, Sundays were used when coaches would naturally be at their 
clubs etc – but it was noted that coaches, clubs and especially the players would benefit significantly 
from them and that any short-term disruption would benefit clubs in the longer term. 
 
Courses were often incredibly difficult to find online – and some, including the L1 at Hastings at the 
beginning of the season, were cancelled – with the reason given as ‘lack of numbers’. However, for 
weeks the courses were not available to book – and by the time they were on the website they were 
cancelled just days later. 
 
Clubs were asked to provide details on their coaching requirements – and to send this information 
for collation thru the Youth Forum chair (send to martyn@amess.org). 
 
Similar problems had been noted by clubs for RFU First-Aid courses.  Some clubs had taken to 
organising their own. 
 
 
AOB 
 
Mike Attfield (District U17s) provided an update for next season – where they hoped this could be 
widened out for the U16-U18 age groups. 
 
If clubs had any players they wanted to nominate then  please get in contact with Mike for details 
(email mike.attfield@sky.com) 
 
There was a request to explain further how the U12s would operate next season in the context of a 
‘waterfall’. This was given. 
 

Next Forum Meetings 

Youth Forum – Monday 27th March 2017 – 8pm @ HOVE RFC 

Sussex AGM – 11th May 2017  – Hove, 7.30pm. 

 

The meeting was closed with thanks to Hove for hosting. 
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