
 

   

                

             

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

U6 to U18, Girls RU & Touch 
 
 

Membership Handbook 
 
 

2017/18 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Jersey Reds Minis & Juniors 

Rue des Landes, St Peter JE3 7BG 
www.jerseyreds.je/minisjuniors 

 
WELCOME 
Many thanks for your interest in joining our wonderful “family” at the Jersey Reds. Over recent years, both the Club and the Minis & 
Juniors (previously Academy) have enjoyed tremendous success on and off the pitch and the growth in our membership year on 
year is something in which we take considerable pride. The presence of, in excess of, 630 boys and girls, plus parents, family and 
friends at our St Peter’s HQ each Sunday morning during the season is a sight to behold and a reflection of the true spirit of Jersey. 
 
We look forward to welcoming you to our Club and sincerely hope that you enjoy your involvement in this great game of ours. 
 
Neil Pinel 
CHAIRMAN 
 
 
A BRIEF HISTORY OF JERSEY RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB 
Rugby has been played in Jersey since 1879, with breaks for war and the German Occupation, but the modern era started when the 
club acquired the land for a permanent “home” near the airport in 1961. The original wooden clubhouse was built in 1964 and its 
approximate location was in the middle of the current Jersey Bowl car park. From the early 1970’s, when tourism on the Island was 
at its peak, Jersey attracted many of rugby’s top clubs who could combine a break from their regular fixtures with a game against 
the JRFC. 
 
This period culminated with a very successful Centenary year in 1979, teams with international players came over to play at St 
Peter’s and help celebrate this event – JPR Williams being one of the most famous! This decade left the Club with an unequalled 
collection of plaques and memorabilia which still adorns the clubhouse today: teams coming from the UK, Ireland, South Africa, 
Australia and Holland. 
 
The current clubhouse was opened in September 1994 and corresponded approximately with the start of the leagues. At that stage, 
Jersey could no longer rely upon visiting sides and had to join the league in Hampshire. The 1st XV has since steadily worked its way 
up through the divisions and now plays in the second tier of English rugby, the RFU Championship League, placing the JRFC within 
the top 24 clubs in the country. Inevitably travel costs are high and the Club relies upon functions and sponsorship to support this 
commitment. 
 
In the summer of 2010 there were two significant additions to the ground facilities, being the Lord Jersey Stand adjacent to the 1st 
XV pitch and the Pavilion, with bar and kitchen. These building provide improved amenities for the increasing number of spectators 
that now regularly attend 1st XV home matches, 1,500 to 2,000 plus is now common. Further enhancements to our facilities are 
expected / planned. 
 
 
MINIS & JUNIORS FACTS 

 The Academy, now Minis & Juniors, was established in 1989 
 Our Club colours are red and black 
 The Club is affiliated to Hampshire 
 Six squads currently play in Sussex, U12, U13, U14, U15, U16 & Colts 
 There are currently over 140 volunteer coaches, managers, committee members and helpers 
 The M&Js are administered and operated by 100% volunteers 
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FORMS OF RUGBY 
 
There are several variants of the traditional 15-a-side game, all of which are enjoyed worldwide.  
Ranging from the non-contact forms of rugby such as beach rugby, touch & tag to the full contact rugby sevens, Tens, and veterans, 
these variations are great for those who flinch at the sight of a scrum but enjoy the incomparable buzz of scoring a try.  
 
There is no limit to the level you can reach either; these variants are represented at international level.  
 
England have highly successful men's and women's Rugby Sevens sides, who compete all over the planet in tournaments, 
demonstrating key skills that are important for progression towards the full England first teams. 
  
The preconception that these different forms of the game are just for children couldn’t be further from the truth: even the pros are 
quite partial to a game of touch or tag rugby during training sessions. Rugby truly is a game to be enjoyed by all. 
 
 
TAG RUGBY 
Tag rugby is a non-contact, fast-moving game that is suitable for adults or children, and for boys and girls to play together. 
 
Its safe, non-contact nature, combined with the fun and liveliness of the sport, means that tag rugby is now the RFU’s official version 
of the game for under 7s and under 8s.  
 
 
BEACH RUGBY 
What rugby enthusiast could turn down the proposition of sun, sea, sand and rugby? 
 
The fun, fast-paced and exciting interchangeable nature of possession, leading to rapid changes from attacking to defending, means 
that the game involves developing and improving a wide range of skills. Cooperation, teamwork and a keen sense of fun are all key 
elements in beach rugby. 
 
Its safe non-contact nature, combined with the fun of the sport and vibrancy of the environment, means that beach rugby has 
become one of the RFU’s favourite summer sports. 
 
 
15-ASIDE GAME - Beginners' guide to rugby union 
 
Rugby union is a territorial, full-contact, team game, inclusive of all shapes and sizes, where 20-stone bulldozers are valued just as 
highly as small, pacy whippets. It is hard to imagine another British sport where 245lb prop Jason Leonard could stand in a World 
Cup-winning team alongside 5ft 8in wing Jason Robinson.  
  
During the course of an 80-minute match, two sides of 15 players and six substitutes, officiated by a referee and two touch judges, 
try to outscore each other. The game lasts for two 40-minute halves on a grass pitch with an H-shaped goal post at each end.   
If you are a newcomer to the sport, the information here will outline the basics of rugby from scoring to set pieces, so use it to 
increase your enjoyment when it comes to watching the big games, or as a first step in your own playing career. Even England 
internationals had to start somewhere... 
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AGE GRADE RUGBY 
 

 
Following a four-year review of rugby for under 18’s, led by the RFU, 
in consultation with a wide cross section of the game, Age Grade 
Rugby will rolled out in September 2016. 
    
The Age Grade Competition Review (AGCR) found: 

 A lack of clarity of the competition pathway for young 
players 

 Conflict between club, school, college and the 
representative competition structure 

 A tendency to overplay the talented players and underplay 
the less able to achieve results 

 
Age Grade Rugby is based on the principles of player centred, development driven and competition supported.  The wants and needs of young 
people will be at its heart.  It will put player enjoyment above all else to keep more young people enjoying the game for longer and into their adult 
years. 
 
Age Grade Rugby will ensure:  

 Consistent age bandings and incremental player progressions for all age grade rugby  
 A nationally consistent playing menu and calendar that increases inclusivity, clarifies player priorities and dovetails club, school, college 

competitions 
 An integrated England Rugby Player Development pathway and representative framework  
 Training and Continuous Professional Development for coaches, referees, parents, teachers and others. 

 
As part of the review young people told the RFU that, above all else, they wanted to have fun playing rugby with their friends. Both expert opinion 
and the RFU’s own research have shown that emphasis has historically been placed on winning, with evidence of over playing the able players and 
under playing those less able players to achieve results. Age Grade Rugby will put inclusivity and each player’s skill development first, with the 
increasing intensity of competition introduced later. Young players will start with festivals and triangulars and progress to knockouts, tournaments 
and leagues as they get older and develop their game. 
 
Experts believe rugby is a late specialism sport and recommend that the representative rugby programme should wait until U15 when players have 
matured.   The RFU’s player development programme will be shaped to ensure that it complements the rest of the age grade game as well as 
identifying and developing the more able players and providing them with higher intensity competitive opportunities.  It will also ensure a focus on 
their core playing programme in clubs, schools and colleges so that selection and representative rugby balances with the rest of a player’s season 
and motivations for taking part in rugby union. 
 
September 2016 also saw the full roll out of the new Rules of Play under Regulation 15 
  
The principles behind these rules is to provide a playing format with building blocks to the 15-a-side game that allows players time to get to grips 
with the basics of running and catching the ball before contact and specialism is gradually introduced. 
The schools and clubs who have trialled these rules have been extremely positive about the results and believe they give each player more chance 
to play in an environment based on activity, safety and fun. 
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MINIS & JUNIORS STRUCTURE 
Currently we have over 100 volunteers working across 16 squads.  
 
Each squad has a Manager a qualified Lead Coach and Assistant Coaches & helpers. Every squad has a dedicated page on the Club’s 
website which provides their specific news and updates.  
 
Please visit the Minis & Juniors pages at www.jerseyreds.je/minisjuniors for further information, details of Managers and Coaches, 
training times, etc. 
 
Squads 
 
  School Year  Lead Coach  Manager  
 
Minis - Mixed Tag Rugby 
U6 - Year 1   Kenan Osborne             Tracey Boylan 
U7         -    Year 2   Nigel Parry                    Caroline Parry 
U8         -    Year 3   Roger Nightingale          Tammy Wiseman        
 
Minis - Mixed Contact Rugby 
U9        -     Year 4   Simon Thomas               Nick Barrow   
U10      -     Year 5   Blair Kempster               Caroline Parry 
U11      -     Year 6   Mark Witherington        Christa Roberts 
 
Junior Boys – Contact Rugby 
U12     -     Year 7   Tony Taylor                     Adie Hodgson 
U13      -     Year 8   Iain Barclay                     Ruth Thomas 
U14      -     Year 9   Richard Lumborg             Jane Burns 
 
Youth Boys – Contact Rugby 
U15      -     Year 10   Stephen De Ste Croix    Michelle Clark 
U16      -     Year 11   Stephen De Ste Croix      Stuart Dixon-Smith 
Colts    -    Years 12-13  David McCormack          Alan Williamson     
 
Youth Girls – Contact Rugby  Julia Williams                  Sadie Ruellan 
U15  Years 8-10 
U18  Years 11-13 
 
Mixed Touch Rugby   Simon Le Moignan         Sadie Ruellan 
U12  Years 4-7    
U18  Years 8-13 
 
 
FIRST AID 
At the M&Js we take the care of our children VERY seriously. A qualified First Aider will be available in the Minis & Juniors changing 
rooms from 9.00am to noon each Sunday and for evening sessions. 
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REGISTRATION & SUBSCRIPTIONS 
The Minis & Juniors welcomes new members every September and at other times during the season should places be available. All 
new members are required to register with the Club Membership Secretary, Kevin Gollop, before commencing any training. This is 
to ensure that insurance coverage is operative for the player in question.  
 
For registration please visit the Membership page of the Minis & Juniors section on the Club website at 
http://www.jerseyreds.je/minisjuniors/about/membership and then follow the link to the registration system. 
 
Membership form can also be obtained by emailing the M&J Membership Secretary at jrfcamemberships@hotmail.co.uk 
 
The M&J Membership Secretary is also in attendance at the Club most Sunday mornings between 09.30am and 12.00pm. 
 
SUBSCRIPTIONS 
These have been set as follows for the 2017/18 season: 
               U6 to U16, Girls and Touch: 
               Individual Player      £ 130.00 
               Family with 1 Adult         £ 234.00 
               Family with 2 Adults        £ 298.00 

Colts                         £ 030.00 
 
NB: A Family is defined as 1 or 2 adults and all playing children up to age 17 inclusive. GST is included in Family Memberships 
 
              
TRAINING 
Our season runs from early-September to the end of April and training takes place at the Club. Please see the table below for 
training times and venues. Please note that this may change so ALWAYS double-check with your squad manager. 
 

SUNDAY 9.00am - 10.30am 10.30am - 12.00pm 

Pitch 1 U6s (until 10am) 
U7s (until 10am) 

Pitch 2 Girls RU / U8s (until 10am) U12s 
Pitch 4 U11s U13s 
Pitch 5 U10s U14s 
Pitch 6 U9s Touch 

Strength & Conditioning Training 
4.30pm - 5.30pm 5.30pm - 6.45pm 

TUESDAY Colts Colts 
WEDNESDAY U15s U15s & U16s 
THURSDAY Colts Colts 
FRIDAY U16s U15s & U16s 

 
 
FOOD & DRINK 
Our Club Manager, Sean Dunne, and his team open for business at 9.00am and close at 12.00pm. Hot and cold drinks and a variety 
of hot and cold snacks are available. 
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
What age does my child have to be to join? 
The youngest age that boys and girls can join the Club is at age 5. For the majority this means when they are in Year 1 at school. 
 
What kit do I need to buy for my child? 
Kit that is warm and keeps the children dry is essential.  
New players should purchase a wet top, wet bottoms and a pair of shorts. Other items, socks, kit bags and so on are also stocked by 
the M&Js in their Kit Shop (between Pitches 2 and 4) at JSSK at Les Quennevais Precinct or online at http://www.jssk.co.uk/jersey-
reds-minis-juniors 
 
Where can I get a gum shield for my child? 
It is recommended that your child is fitted for a gum shield by your dentist. The Club uses Jane Bracken who offers a preferential 
rate. We carry a stock of basic gum shields in the Kit and Club shops. 
 
What insurance cover does the Club have? 
The RFU provides very basic insurance cover for children. We recommend parents consider additional cover. By way of example, 
loss of teeth is not covered under the Club’s insurance. Therefore parents/guardians are advised that it is compulsory for all children 
over 7 Years (school year 3 and over) to wear a gum shield to help protect teeth and gums. A copy of the RFU policy is available on 
request. 
 
Does the Club have a Child Protection Policy? 
Jersey Rugby Football Club has a child protection policy which has been read and understood by all active adult participants and is 
available on request from the Club Secretary. The Club has an appointed Club Safeguarding Officer, Mrs Ruth Thomas – Tel: 07797 
828612. 
 
How are players selected for match day teams? 
The objective of the JRFC selection policy is to pick with single minded honesty and objectivity, the best players available for the 
match in question. The process is detailed within the coach’s manual and carried out by the Squad Lead Coach. Consultation may 
occur, where necessary, with the squad team of coaches. Where a Lead Coach is conflicted by relationship to one or more of the 
players he must share this role with a suitable non-conflicted member of the management team. 
 
How much will I have to pay if my child is selected to travel for an away match or tournament? 
This will vary according to the circumstances and although the M&Js through the amazing generosity of its sponsors will pay a 
proportion of the travel costs most parents must expect to pay between £85 to £110 per trip. It is important to understand that 
parents whose children are in the Club could be asked to pay towards between two and six trips per season depending upon squad 
commitments. 
 
What is the Siam Cup? 
The Siam Cup has one of the longest histories in rugby, second only to the Calcutta Cup played between England and Scotland. 
 
The first Siam Cup was played between young men in the early 1900’s who were all past pupils of Guernsey’s Elizabeth and Jersey’s 
Victoria Colleges. Whilst working in Siam (now Thailand) five of them discovered that rugby was no longer part of inter-Island sports. 
They put together enough Siam coinage to make the Cup. The King of Siam gave his permission for the coinage to be used this way 
and authorised his silversmith to create the design. The Cup was donated to the Guernsey Sporting Club in 1920 by Col. C H Forty in 
order to encourage interest in the game. Due to the age of the Cup, the English Rugby Union suggested that a replica be made and 
used for future matches. The original can still be found on display at Twickenham. The replica is awarded to the winning Island 
senior team after their annual encounter. It also gives its name to the annual end of season tournament played between the Island 
Clubs at all age levels. 
 
I would like to volunteer to help out at the Club. Who should I speak to? 
Please speak to any member of the Committee, a Lead Coach or a Squad Manager. 
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When is it possible to buy Kit? 
Kit can be purchased from the M&Js in their Kit Shop (between Pitches 2 and 4) on Sunday mornings from 9am-12pm, at JSSK at Les 
Quennevais Precinct or online at http://www.jssk.co.uk/jersey-reds-minis-juniors 
 
Does the Club accept girl players? 
Of course! However, due to the physical nature of the game they can only play contact rugby with the boys up to U11.  
Women’s rugby is also now being played in the Island and girls aged from 17 upwards can take part. In addition, the Club accepts 
girls into the U6, U7 and U8 squads to play Tag rugby and has specific U9 to U12 and U13 to U18 girl’s squads playing Contact and 
Touch rugby. 
 
Where can I park on a Sunday morning? 
The JRFC car park fills up very quickly on Sunday mornings. Please remember that the parking area immediately in front of the 
Jersey Bowl entrance is solely for the use of Jersey Bowl patrons. However, Pitch 3 (entrance opposite the Aero Club) is allocated to 
parking, whilst parking is available on Pitch 6 for the squad training there and thus sufficient space should always be available. 
Please note that no parking is permitted by the Parish along the sides of the public roads. 
 
What is a Squad Lead Coach? 
Each squad has a Lead Coach and a number of assistant coaches. The Coach Co-ordinator arranges for each coach to have an 
induction programme and continuous development is also provided. 
 
What is a Squad Manager? 
Each Squad has a designated Manager who looks after all the off-pitch responsibilities. The Manager is the first point of contact for 
parents. 
 
How will I know if training has been cancelled? 
The first place this will be posted is on the M&Js Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/groups/jerseyredsmandj/) and Twitter 
(@JerseyRedsMJ) pages.  Notification may also be found under the relevant squad section of the M&Js website 
(http://www.jerseyreds.je/minisjuniors.aspx) by 8.00am that morning. Managers will also, most likely, email members. 
If all else fails, please telephone your squad manager. 
 
Can I join mid-season? 
The Club has one official intake each year, in September. For boys and girls who want to join after September, we defer to the Lead 
Coach of the relevant squad who will accept new players if spaces are available and may interview the interested player to see if 
he/she will fit in without any problems. 
 
Is everybody welcome? 
Of course, as long as they embrace the values of rugby. 
 
Will my child get games if he/she is not selected to travel? 
Yes. Each squad is divided into a number of teams. They will play against themselves or other age groups during the season. The 
Lead Coach will also try to ensure that each player has the opportunity to travel away at least once during the season. We also 
welcome many visiting teams during the season. 
 
As a parent am I welcome to league lunches / Siam Cup, social events? 
Of course, subject to availability. Speak to the Club Manager if you would like to book a place or a table. 
 
Is anybody paid to run the Minis & Juniors? 
No. 
 
If I am not happy with something whom do I complain to? 
The Minis & Juniors Chairman, Neil Pinel 
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CONTACTS 
Please free to contact the Minis & Juniors’ officials with any questions or concerns which you may have, as follows: 
 
 
M&J Committee 
 
Chairman 
Neil Pinel 
mandj-chairman@jerseyreds.je 
07797 724415 
 
President 
Kevin Lemasney 
k.lemasney@gov.je 
07797 783457 
 
Vice Chairman & Membership 
Kevin Gollop 
jrfcamemberships@hotmail.co.uk 
07797 723101 
 
Secretary 
David Rees 
david.rees@channelislands.coop 
07797 752013 
 
Treasurer 
David Morrissey 
davidmssy04@gmail.com 
07797 773225 
 
Club Safeguarding Officer 
Ruth Thomas 
ruththomas100@gmail.com 
07797 828612 
 
Community Representative 
Roger Nightingale 
rjcn@hotmail.co.uk 
07700 734564 
 
County Coordinator 
Don Gardener 
dongardener39@gmail.com 
07797 749535 
 

Other M&J Contacts 
 
Coach Coordinator 
Ben Harvey 
harvey.ben.john@gmail.com 
07797 766595  
 
Coach Coordinator - Admin 
Rob Thornton 
robbietjsy@hotmail.com 
07797 724013 
 
Rugby Development Officer 
Madeleine Lee 
Madeleine.Lee@sc.com 
07797 728469 
 
Community Rugby Coach 
Sadie Ruellan 
sadie@ruellan.co.uk 
07797 741 132 
 
Communication/Media 
Jo Paxton 
jopax@mac.com 
07700 734564 
 
Website 
Bruce Halliwell 
bhjerseyredsmj@gmail.com 
07797 750950 
 
Fixtures 
Madeleine Lee 
Madeleine.Lee@sc.com 
07797 728469 
 
Kit/Shop 
Paula Shield 
paula@jssk.co.uk 
07797 772 372 
 

Main Club Contacts 
 
Chairman 
Mark Morgan 
mark.morgan@jerseyreds.je 
07797 861218 
 
Club Manager 
Sean Dunne 
sean.dunne@jerseyreds.je 
07797 820050 
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