
 
The first month of the season has seen rugby at all levels resume across the Island after 
the summer break. Jersey’s 1st XV were first out of the blocks, before August had even 
finished, and have made an encouraging start to life in SSE National League One. Ben 
Harvey’s men have won three out of five games so far, including narrow away wins 
against two of London’s establishment clubs, Blackheath and Rosslyn Park. Both losses 
have come against last year’s National Two champions, Fylde and Ealing, who are 
currently blazing a trail at the top of the table. 
 
Now the 2nd XV, Colts and Academy have all begun their season, while the Wanderers 
will kick off in earnest when the annual Super 10s Vets’ tournament takes place this 
weekend. It’s a busy time at JRFC, with some of the key events covered below. 

 
Sean Dunne 
Our new club manager starts officially on Saturday 1st October. Sean has spent quite a 
bit of time at the club ahead of this date and hopefully many members will have had the 
chance to meet him. We look forward to having him on board full-time, and hope he 
survives a busy first weekend! 

 
Barclays Wealth Veterans' Super 10s 
A total of 13 teams of ‘Gentlemen of a Certain Age’ will take part in the annual Vets’ 
tournament on Saturday 1st and Sunday 2nd October.  
 
The tournament will actually start with a reception in the back-bar at Chambers on Friday 
between 6.30 and 9.30pm. The tournament runs from 12.30pm to 3.30pm on Saturday, 
while Sunday’s knock-out stages commence at 11.15am with the finals at 1pm (Plate), 
1.30pm (Bowl) and 2pm (Main Event).  
 
Local teams Wanderers, Banks and HMP will join visitors from England (Sheffield, Old 
Freemen’s, Osset/ Fawley, Wimborne/ Consett Baa-baas, St Agnes, Gordon League 
and Leeds Corinthians), Denbigh from Wales, the Super Frelons from Rennes and 
Guernsey. 
 
We hope a good crowd of members will come up to enjoy the fun both on and off the 
field. 

 
Floodlights Raffle 
A late decision to choose live rugby over live music paid handsome dividends for friends 
Chesann Blampied and Emma Rayson. 
 
The lucky pair, who work at BNP Paribas, sold their Jersey Live tickets and chose 
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instead to head to St Peter to cheer on Jersey in their opening home match of the new 
season against Birmingham & Solihull.  
 
Chesann and Emma spotted Veronica Dempsey, wife of Bill, selling tickets for the club’s 
Floodlight Raffle, and decided to invest £12.50 each in buying one of the tickets.  
 
Less than five hours later, the prize draw was made, and a startled Emma received a 
call from the rugby club saying she and her friend had won first prize – a BMW 118i SE 
car, or an equivalent cash prize. They decided to plump for the cash, and the following 
Tuesday returned to the club to collect £10,000 each.  
 
Five other ticket-holders received prizes in Saturday night’s draw: Frank Hawksworth 
and Ros Saunders won £1,000, while Duncan Ellis, Mark Haslam (step-father of JRFC 
player James Copsey) and Hedley Cox claimed £500 each.  
 
The raffle raised valuable funds towards our new floodlights, which have already been in 
use for training nights and will be switched on for match days once the clocks change in 
late October. 

 
Rugby World Cup 
The quadrennial tournament is now down to the business end, with the quarter final 
draw taking shape, and set to be finalised after this weekend’s matches. The following 
games will be screened live at JRFC:  
 
England v Scotland, Saturday October 1st, 8.30am  
 
Quarter Finals, Saturday October 8th and Sunday October 9th (Check JRFC website for 
details of which games will be shown)  
 
Semi Finals, Saturday October 15th and Sunday October 16th  
 
The Final, Sunday October 23rd 

 
Members' Evening 
After a successful social evening for members prior to our first home game of the new 
season, another Members’ evening will take place on Friday 21st October, the day 
before we entertain Sedgeley Park at St Peter, and also the weekend of the World Cup 
Final. There’ll be lots to discuss over a few drinks and a chance to meet our new club 
manager Sean. Hope to see you in the Pavilion Bar from 6pm. 

 
Colts hit the ground running 
JRFC Colts have been entered into a Hampshire league this season and an array of 1st 
team stars have been appointed to coach them. 
 
“We’ve got James Ellershaw, Donovan Sanders and Dai Bishop helping Graham 
Howgate and lead coach Ashley Elphinston putting the squad through their paces this 
season,” said team manager Alan Williamson. “Already we can see continued progress 
in their development. It makes a difference to the boys having close contact with the 1st 
team players, putting them through the same practice and training routines as they do 
themselves. 
 
“The whole process is closely monitored by Ben Harvey to keep the continuity in calls 
and plays so the transition between Colts, 2nds and 1sts is seamless.”  
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This is believed to be the first time the Colts have entered the Hampshire league and 
has been made possible by the continued generous sponsorship from Bedell and the 
club’s focus on this age group. Bedell has sponsored the Colts through successful 
Hampshire Cup campaigns for the past three years and is delighted with the progress 
being made and the move up to a league competition.  
 
The Colts Hampshire campaign is under way and they have a hard-fought first win under 
their belt over Tottonians by 38-11. After a slow start in wet and miserable conditions, 
Jersey went 11-0 behind to two Tottonians penalties and a try before settling into the 
game to come back with five converted tries and a penalty of their own, resulting in an 
eventually comfortable win. 

 
Coaching Courses 
Jersey Rugby Development Officer David McCormack will be hosting a number of rugby 
coaching courses over the coming months. The courses are particularly beneficial to:  
 
Teachers  wanting to improve their delivery of PE, especially Tag Rugby and Contact 
Rugby.  
 
Coaches  wanting to coach at the JRFC Academy and develop and improve their 
delivery (all coaches at JRFC must have been through a RugbyReady or Tag rugby 
course) . 
 
Players  involved with rugby clubs across the island who want to improve their team’s 
play, make training sessions effective and enjoyable, and therefore recruit more players.  
 
Students/ pupils  involved in sports courses at school who want to strengthen their CV 
or University application form, or improve their GCSE grade in PE.  
 
If you are at all interested in any of the courses below or would like information on future 
courses, could you please contact David McCormack via e-mail or telephone asap for an 
application form and further details (d.mccormack@gov.je, tel: 01534 449766 / 07829 
955123 ). All Academy coaches will have the cost of their courses met.  
 
RugbyReady Course – Wednesday 5th October 2011, 6.3 0- 9.30pm   
 
This course is for coaches and teachers – aged 16 and above – who want to improve 
their coaching skills and ability to introduce the fundamentals of contact rugby safely.  
 
RFU Level One Coaching Course – Evening of Friday 1 1th to Sunday 13th 
November   
 
This two-and-a-half day course provides an introduction to rugby union and the 
principles of safe, ethical and effective management and coaching of young people, as 
an assistant under the supervision of a qualified coach. The course is open to 
candidates over the age of 18 who have already completed the RugbyReady course. 

 
Half-term Rugby Camps 
David McCormack is also running three half-term rugby courses for children from School 
Years 2-6. Each will last from 10am– 1pm, cost £15, and include both ‘tag’ and ‘contact’ 
options. The locations are:  
 
• Grainville Scool, Tuesday 25th October  
• Jersey RFC, Wednesday 26th  
• Les Quennevais Playing Fields, Thursday 27th  
 
For full details, and an application form, see www.jerseyrugbydevelopment.com or call 



Dave on 449766 or 07829 955123 or email him: D.McCormack@gov.je 

 
Academy News 
Registration Day and Training Day 1  went off with flawless efficiency and the 
Academy is fortunate to have such a dedicated cadre of volunteers who give so freely of 
their time. We are still accepting new members but early indications are that we have 
passed the 500 player mark and expect to settle around the 550 mark.  
 
Sir Clive and Lady Jane Woodward  made a short visit to the Club on Sunday 18th 
September. Sir Clive last visited the Club in 2009, when he spoke at the Lord Jersey 
Dinner, and was very impressed with the improvements to our infrastructure. His Q&A 
with Academy players was a joy to watch.  
 
The Academy takes to the road  on October 2nd (due to the Vets’ tournament at the 
Club), so all players should consult their squad website to see what Plan B has in store 
for them. Some age groups will be training at local schools in an effort to promote the 
game of rugby and attract additional teenage players.  
 
Parking on Sunday mornings.  The safety and enjoyment of our members is always 
foremost in our thoughts. With this in mind, Pitch 3 has now been designated as a 
parking area on match days and Sunday mornings and we would ask parents to please 
drive directly to the field and move with your children from there to your designated 
training field. Stewards will be on hand on Sunday mornings to help things along and 
your co-operation in this matter would be greatly appreciated.  
 
Kevin Lemasney, JRFC Academy Chairman 

 
The Rugby Paper and other media 
Some of you may have seen this title, which is published every Sunday and covers all 
levels of rugby in the UK, including reports from all matches in the top divisions in 
England, Wales and Scotland. It has recently merged with another paper, The Rugby 
Times, which formerly published on Fridays.  
 
Although it is available by postal or online subscription, The Rugby Paper isn’t yet 
available in newsagents in Jersey on a Sunday morning in the same way as in the UK, 
even though we get newspapers flown to the Island every day.  
 
Enquiries made via the JEP’s distribution arm have shown that the suppliers in the UK, 
Mail Newspapers, have blamed the cost of air-freight and are seemingly unconvinced 
about the amount of demand in Jersey for the title. If you’d like to put the Mail right about 
this issue, the person to contact is Paul Clayden, Senior Product Executive, Supply 
Management Section, Mail Newspapers Circulation Department. Tel: 020 7938 7137 or 
email: paul.clayden@dailymail.co.uk  
 
That’s not to say we haven’t received plenty of other media coverage this season. The 
JEP has done a splendid job, including the new Saturday pull-out ‘Inside Centre’ for 
every home game, while BBC Jersey have a reporter at all games, home or away, to 
keep rugby fans tuned into everything that’s happening. 

 
Club Shop 
The new club shop is now open, with a wide range of replica kit and a new selection of 
JRFC ‘leisure wear’. Opening times are Tuesdays and Fridays from 10am-1pm, plus 
matchdays from 1pm to 5pm, and Sundays from 9.30 to 11.30am. 



 

Dates for the Diary 
1st October Cinderford v Jersey (N1) Away 3pm 
 Super Vets 10’s – Group games SP 12.30pm to 3.30pm 
 Banks v Jersey II (J) Gr 3pm 
2nd October Super Vets 10’s – Finals SP 11.15am to 2.30pm 
 Alton v Jersey Youth (Hamps League) Away 
8th October Jersey v Wharfedale (N1) SP1 3pm 
 Jersey Wanderers X v Old Oakmedians (F) (10 a-side oldies touch) 

– SP 11.30 
 Jersey II in France 
9th October Jersey Wanderers X v Old Oakmedians (F) (10 a-side oldies touch)  

– SP 12.30 
 Guildford Youth v Jersey Youth (Hamps League) Away 
15th October Stourbridge v Jersey 3pm 
 Jersey II v Wimbledon II (F) SP 3pm 
 Pentagon Beeches v Wanderers (F) LQ 3pm 
22nd October Jersey v Sedgeley Park 3pm 
29th October Blaydon v Jersey 3pm 
 Jersey II v St Jacques (J) SP 1.00 

Tom Innes, Members' representative 

 

 


